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_Sume Lessons from History

WILLIAM ¥. FREELAND

Promise or Patfarmance

July 14, 1789 the French pecple
ro.& en masse and 1o k the Bastle,
This is reckoned as the binhday of
their poliueal libens. War deriu!
dreams of universal brotherhood bles
somed in the brains of the Dienmners
of those days, dreams that 1t woudd he
well lor the world to recall agaio sioe
there is such an ardent campaign on
foot in certain quarters to make us
think that the present cures are pew
discoveries,

May 23, 1790 the French Constitu-
ent Assembly passed a decree that,—
“The French mnation reoounces all
wars undertaken with a view to cow
quest and will never employ its lorees
against the liberties of any people.””

This had a pleasing sound and fitted
wonderfaliy into the dreams the phil
osophers were waling over the world.

Demagogues siezed upon it to ride
into power. Love for the plaio peo-
ple became the burden of the budding
eloquence of Kobespierre.  Within
three years of the issuing of the above
decree this villian had made Paris a
shambles with human beings lor the
victims. Nor was thisall,  The As
sembly passed this on the threshold of
the most selfish twenty years of war
that had been known in ages.

The sincere dreamers of that hour
could not have believed Lhat the whole
force of the French palion was shortly
to be turned over to cold and selfish
ambilion of Napoleon Bonaparte to fol-
low him until the bones of three mil
lion Frenchmen were to lie scattered
from Egypt to Moscow and back 1o
Madrid. Relative 10 the pumber ol
peoples involved the losses of those
wars were probably much higher than
in the one we have Jost waged to stop
the world ambition ol the kaiser. TFor
& decade and a half the map cf Europe
was the plaything of the French em-
peror who parceled out the nations as
& farmer might parcel out his land to
tenants who would serve him,

Had some man of the stern com-
ron seose arisen and told the leaders
ol the assembly that they were prepar
ing the way for the most temible war
lord that had been kpown since the
Christian era began they would have
mobbed him for his pains.  Yet that
is exactly what these dreamers were
doing. They preached a fine ideal of
upiversal brotherhood 1hat was to give
a new carth. Out of the tortured cen
turies of the most brutal kied of op
pression the peasants had risen with «
blind instinet 10 strike at sometning 1o
avenge the cruel wrongs they had en
dured. Profiting from this leeling,
gelfish demagoues rose.  They pro
yosed great love for the plain people
and won the leadership that plunged
the nation ioto the horors of the
Terror.

I have said belre that abhorrence
ol anarchy is one of the most [unda
mental of human iostiocts, that mep
will endure almost any well ordered
tyranny that follows a logical seqience
rather than tolerate the uncertain ex

cesses of a Robespierre or a Lenine.
Herein was the opportunity lor the
genius of Napoleon, Rising from th:
shambles of the Terror he became in
master and for years directed the vir
gin forces it had unchained to his own
ends. All the continent was at his
feet and only the steady pemsistence of
Britian resting behind the sure protec:
tion of her fleet finally cowpassed his
downfall and tore his yoke [rom the
wotld.

While dreamers paint wonderfnl
pictures of the golden age they have
prepared for us, demagogues seeking
their own profit twitter glibly of their
love for the plain peopls let us turn
back the pages of histcry a century
and & quarter avd read again some of
the things that were said then and gee
the outcome. That man who shows
such a wordy interest ia the plain peo-
ple but who steadfastly seeks to im-
pose his personal will vpon the world
Is dangerous, The wonderful afiec’

jtion that Robespierre had for mankind |
|

was the cloak to cover his ambitian.
In Russia there is a condition that if
!we can rely on the reparts that come
tous is far more terridle than the
Terror was in France.  ‘The sane ard
able leaders were broken and the
power paszed to the young Kerenshy,
|Whelher he was sincere aud merey
w=ak or beth insincere and wesk we
can not vet know, and will not know
nattl we have more data. We de
know that the power passed into the
‘tands ol the Bruwl and  murderous
| Linine acd Trotsks who on the reperts
of our own goveroment agent betriy
ed us foto the hands of the kaiser
The rule of this wild element is sprea+
ing while our delegates plan their owp
peace In conclave as secret as any
old diplomacy could reasonably have
desired.  What goes on behind the
closed doots that shelters the “‘Big
Four" we do not know. Oaly this we
do know thut tne President's promiss
of ""Open covenaols, OFENLY ARRIV
ED AT" is known in the promise and
unknown fu performance.
Just so sure as man are human  we
may know that the fundamaotal rebel
lion agaiost anarchy will assert dtsell,
Aparchy can come only from the blind-
est kind of passion that secks sense
lessly 10 destroy,  [ts leaders are the
most brutal and inhuman of beast

that may walk on earth, With the
primal passions ol the jungle they
combine the refinements of brutality
that come [from an association with
more advanced intelligence. The rule
ol Lenine and Trotsky is in the very
oature of things selllimited. Like a
case of pneumonia it will either de-
siory the victim or in a reasonable
time there wiil be a recovery depenc:
ent upot the strength of the paticot.

Usually = nation has sufficient stamipa
to throw off the poison but it frequent-
Iy happens that the vietim is lelt weak:
ened for yews, possibly generatiope.
Il the red terrer (hat is destroying
Russia and eating into the heart cf
Earope 1s not stopped it will sweep
an until it stands on the bauk of the
Rhine. How much lacther it will go
sone can siy. This we can know.
that when it has spent s ewil lorce
there will come a reaction to well or-
{ered government and there needs
out arise a pew Napoleon to engull
*he world in a straggle that will make
the terrible ordeal through which we
have passed but a mioor act in the
tragedy. As sure as the conditions
sersist that man will rise. So far
ieicher L=nine nor Trotsky have showp
he organizing genius that iodicate:
hey are capable | weldiog the masses
mto & military machine of super hu-
man power.  But in the teeming mil-
tans of Rassis, Germany, Huogary or
slsewhere that genius is fiading itsell.
Like Napoleon oor first introduction
‘o him may be in some spectacular
p:rlormance such as his crossing ol
the Alps sod crushivg the opnosing
leaders on the field of Marengo, Then
the hour will have grown too late.
While sell appointed leaders seck their
aubborn  will utterly igoering the
oeople for whom they pretend to
speak, the disorder grows apace, I
va do not beware we will waken from
var dreams rudely like the old French
shilosophers to find that while we slept
«lfish men acted and that our liberties
ire  gone, Unless the intelligent
publie opinion of America risesin over-
ehelming might to call our drifting
leadership to stern account we may
find our ourselves upen the rocks,
History has always shown that the
most Jdapgerous men are thowe whose
petformance is countes 1o their pro:
mise.

April 15this America’s great pay
dav, when one hundred aod fifty mil-
lion dollars in Liberty bond interest
will be paid to twenty million families,
The Liberty bond interest caupons will
will be received at the post office in
exchange for thrift stamps and war
saving stamps you increzse your sav-
ings with no effort or sacsifice on your
part and working for yoursell and your
couatry,

!

It Is Good Business
to Subscribe to the

Victory Liberty Loan

IT is freely stated that the VICTORY LIB-

RTY LOAN should be floated on a business
basis. It is contended that the rate of interest and
terms should be attractive to banks and investors
with idle funds.

We are assured that the terms of the Loan
will be attractive, but it matters not what the terms
are, there is not enough idle money available to
take up a loan of five or six billion dollars.

I't would be bad business for the banks to ab-
sorb the Loan, It would be bad for the banks and
it would be bad for our community.

Good business demands that the banks keep
their funds in such shape that they can loan money

to their customers when it is needed. If the banks
se their funds to purchase Liberty Bonds, their

ability to loan money to business men and farmers
is lessened. The question is shall the banks loan
their money to Uncle Sam or to our people?
If our people buy the Bonds the banks will lend
them the money they need to complete the pay-
tents. This will not affect the ability of the banks
to take care of the loans to our business men and
farmers, because the banks can rediscount the

notes given for Liberty Bonds and thus replenish
their funds.

It is good business for our people to subscribe
to the VICTORY LIBERTY LOAN and thus |
keep the banks free to take care of their regular
borrowers.

If business can get the money it needs, more
crops will be grown, more goods will be made,
more people will be employed.

For purely selfish business reasons our people
should subscribe to the VICTORY LIBERTY |
LOAN. For patriotic reasons, also, we should all ||
do our part. The money raised by the VICTORY ||
LIBERTY LOAN will be largely used to pay for
bills already contracted in winning the war. We
must keep the credit of our Government untar-
nished. What American would refuse to do his
share in keeping bright the name of our glorious
country?

We are not quitters. Let's finish the job as
only real Americans know how,
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his own fireside. [t i therefore as
{mportant as any cther loan.

There is another phase to the ques-
tion. This loan has to succeed; the
money must be lourthcoming,  This
sum has to be raised. I pot in the
form of a loan, which will bring the
money back with a good interest, then
in taxes which will not be paid back.
Loan or taxes, one ot the or the other.
Which s rhe best busfvess proposic
tion? You will pot hesitate.  Yoor
patriotism, yout gratitude 1o the
“boys’', your business sense all tell
you, Sappott the loan and quickly
put old Taney once more over the top.

Will Pay in Ostraism

How many generations will it be be-
fore the haad of civilization will again
be extended to the German? A good
many passibly.

Germany will pay io ostracism, in
hatred and in distrust and she will pay
In other ways as well as in a flancial
sense,  But the Germans have oply
¥ ., Germany to blame,

'I‘he. bogs attacked their Job W.lh: It is ot guing to be easy fot us to
euthusiaam  backed by the whole lorget that she broke through all the
American people.  They met and conventions of civilized warlare. Thst
matched brawn with the best the Prus: | her soldiers were turned loose 1o do
sian autocrats could produce, and were| theif worst wherever they invaded a
eaciont | X Algs, | COUBLS They ran amuck at Louvaio,
vietorions 1 "e_r’ SOty " that they plundered in Liege, that
many of them will not come back 10| yhay devastated ol France, that they
receive our plandits, and our hearts go destroyed churches, that they plunder-
aut 1o those who will no longer re< ed like savages.
spond to earthly ributes, to those who!  And no man has ever heard or read

Fifth VictoryLiberty Loan

Last Monday begm the fikh and
list bond loan. The Vietory Liberty
L.7an is to put the faishing touches on
job begun two yeurs ago. The last
nail wiil be driven home in this drive,
which makes the construstion com:
plete, but without which the whole
+difice will be weakened.

Our previovs loans equipped our
w0ys and put them “overthere'. The
Huns said we couldn't do it, and il we
did our boys couldn't fight, It was n
handsome and sale boast while 3000
miles of water rolled between, How
ever, difficulties were overcome, ob
stacles surmounted, and a thin stream
ol khaki clad boys trickied over. This
thin strem, led by a converge of other
streams, and fed by a deluge of dollars
avd aroused Americac fentiment, be-
came a roighty stream, sod soon the |
Huns saw that if they hadn't boasted
first, they wouid have had no chance!
10 boast.

'dollars and cents.
Now, the actoal fighting has sub-| crimes.
sided, the tumult is stilled, but we thingas.

{there' et who must be cared [or, and
imnrned 1o their homes, Our duty I i
not done until the last boy is sal¢ ) b i

swelled the urice America pald for in the orders of the old German army
liberty, mhich caboot be reckoned ia of a single one of these locters and
murderers belog punished for their
We want to recall all these
Just recall them and keep
cannat forget that we hage boys “'over them in mind while the drive for the

Filth Loan, the Vietory Liberty Loan

' Jefferson City Letter

April 14th, 1919,

A resolution in the House favors a
| public hezalth conlerence to be held
at Springfield May 29th to June lst.
It proposes that a bi partisan commis
'sion outline a comprehensive state-
| wide educational program whereby all
teachers and pupils ol our schools re-
ceive instruciion in the priociples of
| personal hygiene and household  sani-
|mtmn.

The workmen's compensation bill
!pas:ed Dy the House and now belore
the committee in the Senate, will
probably be reported oumt [favorably
with few amendments. The principal
change will be in striking out the state
msurance clause and substituting com:
petitive insurance,

The House is to be commended for
its advanced step to correct the clen-
¢al force ubuses by engrossing a  bill
which limits the number of clerks to
i35, the pages to 10, the jmitors to 10
md the House elective officers to 14;
viera’ of 109 empleyes.

In the Givernor's biennial message
we read: 'The state treasury showed
A cash balance in the general revenue
fard December 3lst of $271,679.24,
This balince will be ample to pay any
alaims that may be presented afier
December 3151, against sny approved
ippropriation.”  Last week the House
snprossed a deficiency bill providing
lor the payment of unpaid bills amount
ng to $513,000.

The attempt 10 legalize betting or

|[norse racing by a bill introduced by

Representative O’ Brien the lone Dem
jeratic member from St Louis, wa:
iipped in the bud when the bill camr
1p lor engrossment in the House, by
sote of 61 to 11,

The E'merFoster contest in th
House war digrosed of by the adogtion
if the majority report of the Committes
on Elections, which provides that i
view of the charges and counte:
charges of imegularities in the elec
tion, the county clerk of Dent county
14 directed to make a recount of the
sallots and that the result be centified
to the House,

Representative Wagner's bill to give
he State Board of Health power tc
regulate and control social diseases
was defeated in the House by twe
voles. .

The ciiticism that the MeCullough-
Morgan road bill, which has passed
hoth branches of the Legislature and
s now in the hands of the Governor
lor approval, will destroy the system
of builaing hard-surlaced roads pro-
vided for in the Hawes law, is denied
by the State Highway Board. In
Istter to the governor the board mem
ners say that the apportionment of
money under the new bill would re-
sult in the building of hard surfaced
roads as well as good dirt roads,

Ii the bill introduced by Representa:
tiv? Farrls and engrossed in the House
bocomes law, the MaAllister-Sullivan:
Middlekamp scheme to abolish the
Tax Commission and transfer many of
its luoctions to the Board ol Equaliza-
tion with unlimited :ppointive powers,
will be knocked into a cocked hat,
This bill provides that the state 1ax
rte be reduced ftom 15 10 10 cents,
that all property be equalized at its
true value in cash and that the Audi-
tor be secretary of the board with pow-
er to appolot a clerk.

In accordance with the new law
which authorizes the appointment of
three additional Supreme Court Com:
missioners, the court has appointed
the following: Chas. E. Small of Kan-
ras City, Republican; N. A, Mozely
of Bloomfield, Republican; and W. T.
Ragland of Paris, D:mocrat, The
old commissioners re-appointed are:
Robert T. Railey of University City
and Jas, T. White of Springfield, Dem-
corats, and Stephen T, Brown of St
Joseph, Republican,

The Kansas City election bills, seak-
ing reliel from gang rule and to pre-
ven! wholesale [raud, are on the calen-
dor of the Honse for third reading and
final passage.

House are |

these meastires.  .ui pu.iage in the
House, which would put the proposi
tion up :quarely to the Senate, de
pends on a united front of the Repub-
licans, who have a bare copstitutional
majority, There are twelve bills in
the group ol Kansas City election
measures. Two of these have passed
the House and they are considered as
most important. One provides for the
adoption of the Australian ballot or
blanket system; the other provides
that elerks and judges of elections re-
siding or employed in the ward may
serve as clerks and judges of election,
The ten remainiog bills will come up
for fioal passage in n few days. The
proposed lamy have the endorsement
of the Independent Voters' League

and are intended to take care of the
crocked methods employed in the
Northside wards, where it s claimed
that iz every election Irom 5,000 1o
7,000 fraudulent votes are counted.

The re-disiricting bills, dralted 1o
correct the Democratic gerrymander
under which the Demoerats have been
enabled 1o control the senatorfal and
congressional districts of the state for
aeatly 30 years, will soon come up lor
doal passage in the House. It can:
a0t be charged that thess bills are
dolitical or that the proposed districts
we unfair to the Democrats,  The pro-
posed diswicts are laid out according
o law, irrespective ol their political
complection and are compact, con
tiguous and nearly equalin population,
Che congressions! districts under the
3ill introduced would nvormally enable
he Republicans to elect about six or
weven Congressmen out of the total ol
ixteen, and are based on population
vith an averags ol 200,000, The
senatorial districes, ax proposed under
he re districting bill, would, under
wrmal conditions pive to the Republi-
:ans sixteen seoators and the Demo-
:rats eighteen senntors, The greatest
number of distticts carried by tha
he Republicens under the present
gentymander s twelve,  These billy
will ungquestionally be passed in the
House aod it remains 1o be seen
whether faimess or pol.ties will control
the action of the senate,

The mortgage recording tax bill
which had the endorsement of Gov.
Gardoer as a revenue producing
measure, was relused engrossment in
he House by a vote of 49 for to 69
igainst, The principal obiection
:ame from the country members irres:
pective of party lines,

The corporation [ranchise tax bill,
mereasing the tax from 75 cents 10
$1.00 on the $1,000 capital stock,
passed the house by a unanimous vote,
The messure has passed the Sepate
ind is now in the hands of the Goyv-
ernor for approval. It is said that the
measure will provide additional revenue
to the amount of 8300,000 per year.

The Morgan*McCullough road hiw,
which provides for the distribution of
more than $3,000,000 of state funds
among the counties ol the state for s
svetem of state highways, was passed
by the House by the overwhelming
vote of 125t0 4.  The Senate bill,
which recently passed the Sepate, was
substituted for the house bill, Rep-
resentative Morgan of Putcam ccunty,
one ol the authors of the bill, said the
bill contemplates the spending of
$18,000,000 of state and federal
money on a system of state highways
duriog 1919, 1920 aod 1921. The
state will nse its state road fund to
match th: federsl moaey and will then
turn over approxmately §60,000 to
each coanty to be used in grading 50
miles road.  The only support the
counties must furpish are the plans
and soecifications for the work and in
addition build all bridges and culverta
ovet 20 feet wide,
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